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Environment

New Models

-

foyota Ses'fikile

“oyota has replaced the
venerchle Hi Ace Siyayo
with a new 14-seater

?  axi that s bosed on

the Quantum commuter bus

and which fully complies with
the requirements of the Taxi

Recapitalisction Programme.

Sesfikile offers seating for

14 occupants with the driver
included, ina 2:2:3:3:4
configuration with three paint
seatbelts for the front two
seats and two-point lop belts

for all other seats. Ancther
safety feature in Sedfikile is

ABS with Brake Assist,

Ses'fikile is powered hy

a 2,7 -litre four-cylinder,

| 6-valve, double overheod

camshatt engine has

V¥T-i Variable Valve Timing
- inteliigent) on the infake
camshaft ond a resin intoke
mantold that reduces
induction air resistance

for improved induction
characteristics. 5-TDH (Single
Toyota Direct lgnition) and a
knock confrol system (KCS)
assist in achieving o high
degrae of ignifion timing
control.

Mazirmum power is 117 kW
af 4 800 r/min. Peck torque
is 241 Nm at 3800 v/min and
almost 80% of this torque is
evaileble from just 1 400 r/min
through to 5 000 r/min.

Price: R208 300

Tata Xenon

ased on the Telcoline
and gugmenfing that
renge is the new Tala
Renon aimed af users
who share both work and
pleasure with their vehicls
- the Xenon boasting a
comprehensive list of tuxury
features.

It combines sleek outer

well as rear folding seots for
additional cab loading.
Standord sofety features
include a broke load sensing
proportioning valve and
central locking. A full ‘safety
cell’ made up of front crumple
zones, a collopsible steering
column, o re-enforced roll-
aver bar, inerfia reel locking

Don't believe the hype

Martin Bensley

Going green has so far done little to boost the sales of carmakers in Europe who are trying to win back the
lead from their Asian rivals by stressing a commitment to environmental friendliness.

co-friendly vehicles were thronged

ot the Frankfurt car show late fast

year but there are no gueves af

local showrooms to buy them, it
seems green cars are either foo expensive
or simply not available.

Mech-vaunted new models, such as
the petrob-eleciric hybrid version of the
Porsche Cayenne or eco-offerings from
volume maokers like Ford and Opel, are
not even on sale yet. Others such as the
hybrid X6 off-roader shown by BMW may
never reach series production.

Meanwhile, surveys show that while’
frugal diesels, gus-powered cars and
the hybrids, which feature either petrol

or o diesel engine maoted to on auxiliary
electric motor, are generating a fot of

on ¢il the seatbells and side
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oyote hos odepted the
1,3-Hre Avanza MPY
info @ workhorse pans!
van offering 955 fitres
ol lood space and oimed o
inner-city delivery requirements
from companies needing mors
security for loads thot can be
oblained with o bakkie,

In its panel van form the
load ares fectures o fiat floor
with Hie-down hooks.

A carge barvier separates
front cob area from the

hite viny! material and access
o the load greo is provided

rear toilgate.
ne body sructure of the
v is bosed on o highly

forovides o strong driver
passenger safety cell ond

gred around

ellant
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Toyota Avanza Pa

nel Van

impact absorbing structures
and side reinforcement beams
provide for added occupant
orotection, These attributes
are shared by the new Avanzo
Panel Van,

The Avanze Panel Van is
nowersd by Toyofa’s 1,3-ite
K3-VE engine, o modern four-
cylinder engine with o fwin-
overheod camsholt, 14-valve
cylinder heod. W+ Variahle
Yalve Timing- intelligent) and -
electronic fuel injection assigt
in optirmising performance
and fuel econormy. Maxdmum
power is 67 kKW ai
& 000 r/min. Torgue s 120 Nm
2 4 400 r/min.

Service intervals ore
15 000 kilometres,

A d-year/60 000 diometre
service plan is included in
the orice. Warranfy cover
is for three yeors/ 100 000
kilometres with AA Roadside
Agsigtonce for the duration of
the warranty and the orice s

Rii2 Q00

plusit and comifortable inferior
gives the drive-ability that

will oppeal fo both male and
female drivers as a reliable
waork ond family transporer.

tnder the bonnet is a
3,0-litre common rail direct
injection diesel engine that
produces 85 kW of power ot
3 GO0 r/min and 300 Nm of
torque at 1 600 v/min,

A Geomelric Intercocler
turbo-charger exfends the
torgue lower down in the
rev range for greater driver
response. The Xenon offers
ease of driving with power
steering ond an adjustable if
steering celumn as well as all
the standard comfort features
such as gir-conditioning,
radic/CD/MPS sound system,
front and rear power windaws
and loads of sforage space
in the centre console as

-

nassengers in the event of o
collision.

The Xenon 4-whee! drive
option offers ‘shift on the
fly’, which ailows the driver
to change into either o 42
or 4x4 High Range without
having fo come fo ¢ complete
stop. Low Range is also
standard with a final drive
ratio of 34:2.

The rear differenticl
incorporates o limited shp-diff
thot faciitates ease of road
driving, especially during wet
conditions,

The Xenon enters the
market at R149 995 for the
452 double-cob and
R194 995 for the 4x4 double-
cab. Included in the price
is 0 3 year/ 100 000km
marutocturer’s warranty, o
Jyear /40 00Ckm service
plen and roadside assisiance.

inferest, German customers in particular
are not prepared o poy a premium for
cars which are easier on the envirenment,

It i a different story in Sweden, where
officials have reporied Europe’s fastest
increase in the number of new green cors
registered in 2007

Sales in Sweden of low-emission
vehicles such as hybrids and ethanol-
powered cars went up by 25 par cent in
the first six months of the vear,

“Sweden is foking the lead in Europe’s
enviranmentally-friendly car league,”
Enviranment Minister Andreas Corlgren
told a press conference when the figures
from Swedish car industry organization Ril
Swaden were presented.

Experts in Stocknolm soy green fax
brecks for the owners of ece- fiendly
cars confributed significantly to the sales
boost, measures which are still being
discussed by the German government.

“Environmental-friendliness is
something car customers axpect as
a matter of course, they don't want
o spend maore meney in order io
getit”, says Dr August loas, head of
automotive practice of the Cliver Wyman
managemant consultancy.

“Matorists do rate the environmania!]
impact of o cor more highly than they
did only o few years ago, but many are
confused by the plethore of low-emission
idacs on offer, Joos adds. Consumers qre
just crying out for information which will
help them maoke o decision,”

He believes an independent quality
stamp detailing @ car’s level of eco-
friendliness could help jump start sluggish
sales,

A survey by the Gk market research
team showed that only 11% of new cor
Buyers in Germany would even consider
buying o hybrid. Most were put off by the
higher price, with three guarters saying
they would be prepared fo buy a greener
machine provided it cost no more o
purchase than o standard model.

“Paople have less money in their
pockets these days and cors are getting
more expensive, especially hybrid
models,” said Thomas Froeba whe works
for Autahaus Maotor Baver in the Bavarian
town of Kronbach. His views are echoed
by many declers in the business.

In Germany, g hybrid model from
Jopanese carmakers Toyota or Hondag
costs an addifional 7 000 to 3 000 evros
(2 970 and 4 450 US dollars) over o
conventional madel with a petral engine
only. However, supporers point fo
reduced fuel costs, lower tax in some
couniries and the higher resale values for
petrol-elecics.

According to the report Hybrid Cars
Market Gutlack from the Indian-based
market research company RNCOS, hybrid
sales in Eurepe recched oround 39 000
unite in 2006 of which Toyofn — whose
Prius is in its 10th preduction vear - had

BMW X6

a 90% shore. RNCOS expecied European
hybrid sales to top 49 500 by 2012.

Toyeta said recently demand for s
Lexus brand.in Europe is sfrong, with most
of a projected boost in sales sef o come
from hybrid models. The firm soid # was
especially fargeting buyers in Eastern
Europe where Lexus competes head-on
with premium cors from Mercedas, BMW
and Audi,

Michael Ramstetter, who edits the
magazins of the ADAC motoring club,
recently accused German carmakers of
oftering motorists the “mirage” of o green
motoring future without providing the
products fo go with it.

“There’s still not o single Garmon-
made hybrid on sale in this couniry,” he
wrote, “Compars that o what is on oFer
from Jopaness makers like Honda or
Toyotes,”

The frugal image of kyvbrids has
meanwhile received o dent fram racent
tests in various German cor magozines
which reveated that models such as
the Honda Civic and Lexus R400 con
sometmes burn much more fuel than the
manufacturers claim,

In an article entitled “dispelling the
hybrid myth,” Stern maogozine cencluded
that while a petral-hybrid could cut its
owner's fuel bills in city troffic, plain
ciesels were much better for long-
distance driving. www.feoturenet.co.za
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