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By neness Saadhion
ow I hesr you shiggering in
the background as T say
this, but believe it or not {do
think that Tata have a bit of & con-
tender in the “lifestyle” bakkie
market with their new Xenhon 434
and 4x2 double cabs - and I'm not
just'saying that because four gener-
ations ago my ancesiors were on a
ship from the Tata meotherland.
Seriously, for starters you gobia
actually ook af the Xenon. IY's as
vn-Telenling in design as compar-
ing Bekom 1o a est world serviee
provider The ¥enon shape is cure

rent antd certainly reministent of

more  mainsirean competitors.
Haws 3 sguize at the ploture slong.
side. You will notice soms injerest
ing outer confours that oirve up-

wards dong the reur doors, and
colour soding from door handies to
regr-view mirrors and  whesi
arches. Some lamch units had
ashiny buld and rollbars: ndes, The
iG-ineh rims, thongh, are stifl a bit
of a wonder The size Is fine, i hust
what I .cali the nipple cap design

that doesn’s work. Your know the
one, the centre cap protrudes guite
nioticeahly - many of the vehicles
{including ours) in fact lost the
caps while thrashing about in the
bush. .

But that's easy to overlook in
terms of the bigger picture. The in-
side is decent enough, with good
legroom all round and a really fair
finish, Yes, a bit plasticky, but
nowhere hear as had as some of the
Chinese crap we've seen invade the
market. There's actually a very nice
chunky aluminiom looking gear-
lover, and a pimpanyride front
fonder with MP3 capability thal
commes as standard.

The steering was a lHtte over
sized, but had a nice feel to 38 My
ondy lssue with it was that it was
height adiustable only and not for
TEACHL

Other feativres inchude electric
windows, power steering, central
locking, atroon and comfy seats.

Tala SA was determined to
prove how capable an offroader the
Renon is, and flew the lol of us owt
foa holding in the Volksrust area. I

STYLISH: Now Xenon
bBakdie moves incdian

doubt the rain was factored in,
making for a rather interesting and
muddy dav In any everd, T was sur-
prised by the capability of the 4x¢
we piioted {must bave done some
development near the Himalavas
me reckons).

Theare's this Httle M_Em Tdomean
little, dial that w WOVE Ohoar
down (think of ﬁ. light bheam
height adjuster in vour oav) he
fween high and low range that gets
the rock crawling going. Normal o
high range can be done “on the fiy";
while low range needs the vehicle to
be stationery There's a Hmited-slip
JifY instesd of a diff-lock system,
but it worked in the moumtainous
execution.

a

We did most of the slipping
sliding, cruising, crawling and
climbing in low range, but therve
wers certainly parts that eowdd have
been tackled in 4high, especially
considering that under the bonnet
livs » BOGNm 3litre divect
O dinsel angine - the
only engine currently on offer in
the Kenon 4x4 angd 452 {doubls cab
Eg vange {there’s rumours of a
2.2t tater in the vear).

Ground clearance was ample
{yours truly thongh did manage o
anchor the Xenon on & huge bout
der while plaving Rambo). Tata
guote 26 degrae approsch and 28 de-
groo departure angles, torsion bars
for fiirther body raieing, and a rear

wheels that are closer to the end
the load box for easler fowing a
manoesuvrability Safety {ithis
clide orumple zones, collapsit
winn, brake losd se
ioning valve, and si
intrusion besms. Obvious sho
Talls are the lack of alrbags a
AR5, which is partly the reas
why the Xenon costs so much T
than rivals Hie the Hilux and
BE which do have these imﬁﬁ

The Xenon 412 double-cab con
ix i HIGG ouf, the dx4d g@zi@ o
will set vou back around B25k mo
at ®Kigd 935 - bhoth include a
yaayd 100 GOtk warranty and
year/ 66 (00K service plan.

It’s worth a second look.
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